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MINISTRY OF LAW AND JUSTICE
(Legislative Department)
MNew Dethi, the 3 1ar Decentber; 2007/Pausa 10, 1929 [Saka)

The fallowing Act of Parliament recelved the assent of the President on the
291h December, 2007 and is hereby published for general information:—

THE MAINTENANCE AND WELFARE OF PARENTS AND SENIOR
Mo, 56.0r 2007 .
[295h December, 2007.]
AnActio provide for more effective provisions for the maintenance and welfare

of parents and senior citizens guaranteed and recognised under the
Constitution and for matters connected therewith or incidental thereto.

: Be it enacted by Porlisment in the Fiffy-sighth Year of the Republic of India” as
Follows:— . b
CHAPTERT ;
PrELIMIBARY
I. {1 This Act mnoy be called the Maintenance and Welfare of Parents and Senior
Citirens Act, 2007, :

{2} It extends to the whele of India except the State of Jammu and Kashmir and it
applies also to cltizens of Indin outside India.

(3 it shall corme into force in a State on such date as the Biate Government miny, by
notification in the Official Gazette, appoint.’

2. In this Act, unless the coment otherwise requires,—

{=) "children” includes son, daughter, grandson and grand-dsughter but does
nat include a minor;
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{4) "maintepance” includes provision for food, clothing, residence and medical

aftendance and treatment;

{c} "minae® means & person wha, under the provisions uFlhl.- Majority Act, I!?S .

is deemed not 1o have atiained the age of majority;

{a “parent™ means father or mother whether biological, adoptive or step father
or step mother, as the case may be, whether or not the Fir.h:r or the mather Is a senior
citizen;

3] "pt-l:!mnb:d" means prescribed by rules made l:r;:.l the State Government under
this Act;

{f) "property” means property of any kind, whether movable or |r|1m-u-'n11|u.
cestral or self acquired, tangible or intangible and includes rights or imterests in Elll_l:l1
property; [ ! _

{g) "relative” means any legal heir of the childless senior citizen who I not a
minor and s in possession of or would inherit bis property after his death;

(/) “senior citizen" means any person being a citizen of India, who has attained
the a.g: of sixty years or above; !

() "State Governmant™; in relation to a Union territory, means the admlnlnumtnr
thereof appointed under article 239 of the Constitution;

() “Tribupal” means the Meintenance Tribunal constituted under section 7, -

(k) =walfare" means peoviskon for food, health -:ar.e. recrention centres and other
amenities necessary for the senior cifizens.

3. The pravisions of this Act shall have effect notwithstanding anything inconsistent
therewith contained in any enaciment ether than this Act, or in any insirumnent having ¢{Tect
|:.|:,' virtue of any enacumient ather than this Act.

CHAPTERII
MAAINTEMANCE OF PARENTS AMD SEMIOR CITIIENS

4. () Asenior citizen including pumﬁl whio 15 unable to inaintain himself from his own
earning or oul of the property owned by him, shall be entitled to make on application under
section § in case of—

{{) parent or grand-pasent, a.g.lm.-sl e oF m-u-rEnf"hJs |:||rJ|.-=||.r|ul: baring & minor;

(i) a childless senior citizen, against such of hq' relative referred 1o in clause [EJ
- of section 2. -

{23 The obligation of the children or relative, as the case may be, 1o rinainl:njn & seniar
citizen extends to the needs of such citizen so that senior citizen may lead a normal life.

[ 3} The abligation of the children to maintain his or her parent exbends 1o the neads of -

sich parent either father or mather or both, as [hu case may be, 50 that such parent I'l1l:3" leiad
i normaal lifi, ’

{4} Any person being a relative of a senior citizen and having sufficient means shall
maintain such senior citizen provided he is in possession of the property. of such seniof
citizen or he would inherit te property of such senior citizen;

Provided that where more than one relatives are entitled 1o inberit the pmp:rt;r of a
senior citizen, the mainienance shall be payable by such relative in the pmp-m'llun in which

they would |r||'.u.-nl his property. ) .
5.5 An npphnmmn for maintenance under section 4, may be made—
{a) by a s=hior citizen or a parend, as the case may ke, or
{8 if he.is incapable, by any other persomn or nrganimi:nn authorlsed b}' him; or
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() the Tribunal may 1a.l-u:: CORMZANCE Su0 Mo

-Explanation — For the purposes of this section “organisation” means any voluntary
association registered under the Societies Registration Act; 1860, or any other law for the
time being in force. I

(2} The Tribunal may, during the pendency of the procéeding regarding m.l:mlhliy '

allowance for the maintenance under this section, order such children or relative to make s
momhly allowance for the interim maintenance of such senior citizen including parent and 1o
pay the same te such senior citizen including parent as the Tribunal may from time to time
direet, . ]

(3) On I‘ﬂ:!-i[ﬂ! of an application for maintenance under sub-section ( /), after giving
natice of the application to the children or relative and after giving the parties an opportunity
of being heard, hold an inquiry for determining the amount of maintenance.

{4) An application filed under sub-section (2) for the ﬁnnﬂﬂy*ﬂlﬁﬂm;: for the

mainteaance and éxpenses for proceeding shall be disposed of within ninety days from the
date of the service of notice of the application to such person; .

Provided that the Tribunal may extend the said period, anes for a maximum period of
thirty days in cxceptional circumstances for reasons to be recorded in writing.

. (5) An application for malntenance under sub-section (/) may be filed against one or -

MEHE pErsna:

Provided that such children or relative may impiead the other person liable to maintain

parent in the application for maintenance.

(8) Where & maintenance order was made against more than ane i:mu-n_ the death of
ore of them does not affect the Hability of others 1o continue paying maintenance.

(7} Any such allowance for the maintenance and expenses for proceeding shall be
payable from the date of the order, or, if 50 ordered, from the date of the application for

- maintenance or expenses of proceeding, as the case may be.

(8) IF. children or relative so ordered fail, without sufficient cause tn::umpl_'.-' with the

order, any such Tribunal may, for every breach of the order, issue a warrant for levying the:

armount due in the manser provided for levying fines, and may sentence such persan for the
whale, or any part of cach month's allowance for the maintenance and expenses of proceeding,
as the case may be, remaining unpaid after the execution of the warrant, to imprisonment for

. term which may extend to one month or until payment if sooner made whichever is earlier:

Provided thut no warrant shall be Issued for the recovery of any amount due under this
section unbess application be made to the Tribunal to lewy such amount within a period of
three months from the date on which it becasme dis, :

6. (/) The proceedings under section 5 may be taken &gainst any children or relative in
any disfrici— : ; '

() where he resides or last rasided: ar

(&) where children or relative resides

(£} O receipt of the application under section 3, the “Tritsunal shall [35ue a process for
procuring the presence of childran or relative against whom the application is filed.

() For seccuring the attendance of children or relative the Tribunal shall have the

1973,

" (4) All evidence to such proceedings shall b taken in the presence of the children or
relative ogainst whom an order for payment of maintenance it proposed to be made, and shall
be recorded in the manner prescribed for summons cases:

Provided that if the Tribunal is satisfied that the children or relative against wham an
order for payment of mainlenance 4 proposed to be made fg wilful ly avaiding service, or

power of a Judicial Magistrate of first class as provided under the Code of Criminal Procedure,
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wilfully neglecting to arend the Tribunal, the Tribunal may proceed 1o hear and determing
the case &x paris fasimes ; NN A

T Where the chiddren or relative is residing out M iedia, s sumimons shall be sorved
by the Tribunal through such authority, as the Central Government may by notification in the
official Gazetie, specify in this behall.

{§) The Tribunal before hearing an application under section 5 may, refer the sametoa .
Conciliation Officer and such Conciliation Officer shall submit his findings within one month
and if amicable settlement has been arrived at, the Tribunal shall pass an order 1o that effect,

Explanation.— For the purposes of this sub-section "Congiliation Officer” means any
persan of representative of an organisation referred to in Explasmation to sub-section (1) of
section § or the Maintenance OfMicers designated by the State Government under sub-
section (/) of section 18 or any other person nominated by the Tribunal for this purpose.

Congiutica af 7. (1) The State Government shall within a period of six months from the date of the
Maintenance  cammencement of this Act , by notification in the Official Gazette, constitate far each Swb-
Trizanal division one or more Tribunals as may be specified in the notification for the purpose of

adjudicating and deciding upon the arder for maintenance under section 3,

{2) The Tribunal shall be presided over by an officer not below the rank of Sub-
Dvivisional Officer of a State.

(1) Where two or more Tribunals are mnalii;ulmd for any area, the State CGovernment
may, by general or special order, regulate the distribution of business among them.

Buratary 8. {1} In halding any inquiry under section 3, the Tribunal may, subject to-any rules
F’"“"’r‘,"." M (hat may be prescribed by the State Government in this behalf, follow such summary
caze ob InqUIn: procedure as it deems fit.

{2} The Tribunal shall have all the powers of a Civil Court for the purpose of taking
evidence on oath and of enforcing the atendance of wilnesses and of compelling the
discovery and production of documents and material objects and for such ather purposes as
may be prescribed; and the Tribunal shall be deemed to be a Civil Court for all the purposes |
of section 193 and Chapter XX V1 of the Code of Criminal Procedure, 1973. 2 of 1974

{31 Subject to any rule that miy be made in this behalf, the Tribunal may, for the
purpose of adjudicating and deciding upon any claim for maintenance, choose one ar mare
persons possessing special knowledge of any marer relevint 1o the ingquiry fo Essisl it - o o =
holding the inquiny : TS e e '
Oieder far 9. (1) If children or relatives, as the case may be, neglect or refuse (o maintain a senior
malnenasce. citizen being unable to maintain himself, the Tribunal may, on being satisfied of such neglect
or refusal, order such children or relatives to make a manthly allowance at such menthly rate
for the maintenance of such senior cltizen, as the Tribunal may deem fit and to pay the same
1o such senior eitizen as-the Tribunal may, from time to time, direct.

{2) The maximum maitenance allowancs which may be ordered by such Tribunal shiall
be such as may be prescribed by the State Government which shall not exceed ten thousand

rupees per month.

Allersiian in 10, (§) On proeof of misrepresentation or mistake of fact or a change in the circwm-

lloesce stances of any person, receiving & monthly allowance under section 9, for the maintenance
ardered under that ssction to pay a manthly allowance for the maintenance, the Tribunal may
make such alteration, 2% it thinks fit, in the‘allowance for the maintenance.

{43 Where it appears 1o the Tribunal that, in mu:qmc:c;fnny decision of a compe-
tent Civil Court, any order made under section % should be cancelled o varied, it shall
cancel the arder or, &8s the case may be, vary the same accordingly.

Enforcement 11. (/) A copy of the order of maintenance and including the order regarding expenses
of order of of procesdings, 03 the case may be, shall be given without payment of any fee 1o the senior

minisnanis
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enforced by any Tribunal in any place where the person against whom it is made, such
Tritunal on bemg satisfied as to the identity of the parties and the non-payment of the
allowance, or as the case may be, expenses, due, .

{2} A maintenance order made under this Act shall have the same force and effect as an
arder passed under Chapter 1X of the Code of Criminal Procedure, 1973 and shall be executed
it the manper preseribed for the execution of such order by that Code.

12. Motwithstanding anything contained in Chapter [X of the Code of Criminal
Procedure, 1973, where a semior citizen or a parent is entitled for maintenance under the
said Chapter and alzo entitled for maintenance under this Act may, without prejudice 1w the
provisions of Chapter [X of the said Code, claim such maintenance under either of those
Acts but not under both, .

13. When an arder is mh':.lv:.-undl:r this Chapter, the children or relative wha is required
£o pay any amount in terms of such order shall, within thirty days of the date of announcing
the arder by the Tribunal, deposit the entire amount ardered in such manner as the Tribunal
may direct.

14, Where any Tribunal makes an.order for malntenance made under this Act, such
Tribunal may direct that in addition 1o the amount of maintenance, simple Interest shall
also be paid at such rate and from such date not earlier than the date of making the application
as may be determined by the Tribunal which shall not be less than five per cent. amd nod
mare than sighteen per cent.:

Provided that where iy q:plu:a.unn Tor malm-enanu under Chapter 1X of the Code

of Criminal Procedure, 1973 is pending before a Court at the commencement of this Act,
then the Caurt shall allow the withdrawal of such application on the request of the parent
and such parent shall be entitled to file an application for maimenance before the Tribunal

L5, (1) The State Government may, by notification in the Official Gazette, constitute
one Appellate Tribunal for each district to hear the appeal against the order of the
Tribunal.

(2} The Appellate Tribunal shall be presided n\-‘:rb:,r on officer not h:lnw the rank of

District Magistrate,
16. {1} Any senior citizen or a parent, as the case may be, aggrieved by an ordef of a

~Tribunal may, within sixty days from the date of ihe“ordes, prefer an appeal to the Appeliate

Tribumnal:
Provided that an appeal, the children or relative who is required to pay any amount in

terms of such maintenance order shall continue to pay to such parent the amount e ordered,

in the manner directed by the Appellate Tribunal:

Frovided furiher that the Appellate Tribunal may, entenain the appeal after the expiry
of the said period of sixty days, if it is satisfied that the appellant was prevented by sufficient
cause from preferring the appeal in tme,

{2) On receipt of an appeal, the App-cllat: Tribunal shall, cause a notice to be served
upan the respandent )

{3} The Appellate Tribunal may call for the record of pmu::mdlngs frorm the Tribumal
against whose order the appeal is prefefred.

{4) The Appellate Tribunal may, after examining the appeal and the records called for
either allow or reject the apgpeal,

{4) The Appellate Tribunal shall, adjudicate and decide upon the appeal filed against
the order of the Tribunal ond the order of the Appellate Tribunal shall be final:

Provided that no appeal shall be rejected unless an oppartunity has been given to
both the parties of being heard in person or through a duly suthorised r:prﬁl:rua.ﬂm_
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fé) The Appellate Tribunal shall make an endeavour 1o pronounce is order in wriuiﬁg,

v v - o wwithin ope manth.af thereceipt of anappeal.. . o g e cme s e e e
@ e TR copy of every order made under sub-section (37 shali be sene W DGR REies
free of cost. )
Right 1o legal I7. Norwithstanding anything contairied in any law, no party to & proceeding before a
TEprESENLAion. Tribunal r Appellate Tribunal shall be represented by a legal practitioner ’
Maintenance I8, (1) The State Government shall designate the District Social Welfare Officer or an
Otficer. afficer not below the rank of a District Social Welfare Officer, by whatever name called as
Maintenance Officer,

{2} The Maintenance Officer r:ﬁ:rml to in sub-section (/) chal repressnt a pasent
if he o desires, during thr: proceedings of the Tribunal, or the Appellate Tribunal, as the

case may be,
7 CI-MPTERIIT
ESTABLISHMENT OF OLDATE HOMES
 Establishement 19, (1) The State Government may establish and maintain such number of Dldlﬁ*
m““ hesmies at aceessible places, as it may deem necessary, ina phased manner, beginning with at
. least aae in each district to accommadate in such homes a minimum of one hundred fifty
penior citizens whao are indigent. :
. {2) The State Government may, prescribe a scheme for management of oldage homes,
. including the standards and various types of services 1o be provided by them which are
necessary for medical care and means of entertainment (o the Inhabitants of such homes.
; Explanation—For the purposes of this section, "indigen|™ means any senior citizen
who is.not having sufficient means, as determined by the State Government, from time to
timme, o myaindain himselF .
CHAFTER IV
[PROVESIINS FOR, MEDICAL CARE ©OF SENIOR CITIZEN =
Medicat 20. The State Government shall ensure that,—
sappan for
senior gitizens. fi} the Government hospitals or hospitals funded Fully or partially by the
Gowernment shall provide beds for all senlor citizens as far as possible; =~
(i} separate quewes be arranged for senior citizens;
{iif} facility for treatment of chronlt, terminal and degenerative disenses is
expanded for senior citizens, )
{iv) research activities for chronic elderly diseases and ageing is-expanded; -
{ws there are earmarked facilities for geriatric patients in every district hospital
duly headed by a medical officer with experience in gerintric care.
CHAPTER Y
fFrRoOTECTION OF i.-ll'ﬂ -l-h_lF' PROFEETY OF SEMIOR CITIZEN
M:Fulm far 21, The State Government shall, take all measures o ensurs that—
pubslicing, g .
awarceess, €iE, . (i} the provisions of this Act are given wide publicity through public media
:::;r"':"ll“ af including the television, radio and the print, a2 regulsr intervals;
EHIERETE

{ii) the Central Government and Stafe Government Officers, including the police
officers and the members of the judicial service, are given p:n-::-du: sansitization
and awareness triining on the issues relating to this Act; .

ET = R
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T T eMEg(ive ca-ordination Béfween the Servicss provided by the concermed

 Minisiries ar Departnents dealing with faw, home alfiirs, hiealth and welfare, 1o

address the issues relating 1o the welfare of the senior citizens and periodical review

of the same is conducted.
22. (1} The State Giovernment may, confer such powers and impose such duties on a

- Dristrice Magistrate a5 may be necéssary, to ensure that the provisions of this Act are properly

carried out and the District Magistrate may specify the officer, subordinate to him, who
shall exercise all or any of the powers, and perform all or any of the duties, so conferred

- o impased and the local limits within which such powers or deties shall be earried aat by

the officer as may be prescribed.

{27 The State Government shall prescribe a comprehensive action plan for providing
protection of life and property of senior citizens. .

2X. (1) Where any senior citizen who, after the commencefnent of this Act, has
transfirred by way of gift or otherwise, his property, subject to the cond ition that the transferee
shall provide the basic amenities and basio physical needs to the transferor and such transferse

-refuses or fails 1o provide such amenities and physical needs, the said transfer of property

shall be deemed to have been made by fraud or coercion or undes undwe influence and shall
at the option of the transferor be declared void by the Tribunal.

(2} Where any senior citizen has a right 1o receive maintenance out of an estate and
such estate or parg thereof is transferred, the right to receive maintenance may be enforced
agninst the transferee ifthe transferes has notice of the righ, or if the transfer is Erituitous;
but mot against the iransferee for consideration and without nodice of right.

311, any senior citizen is incapable of enforcing the rights under sub-sections (/)
and {2}, agtion may be taken on his behalf by any of the organisation referred ta in
Explanation ta sub-sectian {} af section 5, 3 i

CHAPTER w1
DIFFENCES AND PROCEDURE FOR TRIAL

24. Whoever, having the care or protection of senjor cllizen leaves, such senior
eitizen in any place with the intention of whally abandaning such senior citizen, shall be
punishable with tmprispninent of eitler description for & term which may extend to three
months or fine which may extend to-fjve thousand rupees ar with both.

23, (1) Motwithstanding anything contained in the Code of Cr iminal Procedure, 1973,
every offence undeér this Act shall be cognizable and bailahis. :

{2} An offence under this Act shall be tried summarily by 8 Magistrate.

CHAPTER VIl
M isCELLANBOUS

26. Every officer or staif appointed 14 exercise functions umder this Act shall be
deemed to be a public servant within the meaning of section 21 of the Indian Penal Code,

7. No Civil Court shall have jurisdiction in respect of any matter to which any
provisicn of this Act applies and no injunction shall be granted by any Clvil Court in respect
oF anything which is done or intended 1o be done by or under this Act,

- 28 Mo suit, prosecution or ofher legal proceeding shall lie against the Ceniral
Government, the Stare Governments or the local authority or any officer of the Government
in respect of anything which is done in good fhith or intended to be dene in pursupnce of this
Act and any rules or orders made thereunder. )

29. If any difficulty arises in giving effect to the provisions of this Act, the Siate
Govemnment may, by arder published in the Official Ciazette, make such provisions not

inc:u:-nsl.':lcpl with the provisions of this Acd, s appear (o 0 to be necassary or expedient for

remnoving the difficubiy:
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i Provided that na such order shall be made after the enpiry ofa period oftwo years Frﬁm
the -:Ilm: of the commencement of this Act.

A —

ﬂr-:mf::rmm 30. The Central Government may give directions to State Governmiens & o ihe -
Covernmentio  carrying into execution of the previsions of this Act :

jgive direciions. :

Powwer of 31, The Central Govermment may make periodic review and menitor the progress of the

Central implementation of the provisions of this Act by the State Governments.

Jowvesmmeni fo -

review,

Panwer of State 32, () The State Government may, by notification in the Official Gazetts, maks_mlﬁ for

Quvarnmenl 19 oorruing out the purposes of tlus. At

make reles.
() Without prejudics 1o 'IZl'I!: generality of the ﬁ:lr:p:rmg pawer, such rules mu:.I provide
Eor—

() the manner of halding inquiry under section 5 subject to such rules as may e
prescribed under sub-section (1) of section &

() the power and procedure of the Tribunal for other purposes under sub-
section {2} of section 8,

(c] the maximum mainlenance :Ilnwamr which may be ordered h}- the Tribunal
under sub-section (2} of section 9;

{d} the scheme for management of oldage homes, including |:h¢ standards and
various types.of services™o be pravided by them which are necessary for medical
care and means of entertainment o the inhabitants of such homes under sub-section
{2y af sectlon 19;

i} the powers and duties of the authorities for implementing the provisicns
of this Act, under sub- Hhﬂn {F) of section 22;

i/} a comprehensive action plan for providing mev::tlcrn af life and propeny
of semior citizens under sub-section (2) of section 22,

(@) any other matter which is to be, or may be, prescribed.

(1) Every rule made under this Act shall be |aid, 25 spon as may be after it is made,
T U beford el House of State Leglslature, where it consists of two Houses orwhere such == ===
legislature consists of one House, before thal House. i

A =
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A [—WE 1Ty (ji)
PART II—Section 3—Sub-section (i)

e # wERI
PUBLISHED BY AUTHORITY
H, 1198 ¥ T, wemm, 9 22, 2011 /3M0g 1, 1953
Mo, 1198] NEW DELHL WEDNESDAY, JUNE 22, 201 /ASADHA 1, 1933
wmiaw v dir st s MINISTRY OF SOCIAL JUSTICE AND
EMPOWERMENT
URPLTE YL {Soclal Defence Division)
wftrgr NOTIFICATION
7§ fepedt, 22 9, 2011 Mew Delhi, the 22nd June, 2011

w3, 1436(30) —mm-frm af afie il =
V-] el e e, 2007 (2007 560 W
I 6 W FY-M0 (5) G WO el w0 i g,

L e T s v sk s s, - (Social Definces Ageing) i the Ministry of Social Justice

T fieelt ® e (e wa-ufim) St e wised
# w0 o w1 F & ferg Prgw wol # fos mem @
=t g AT @ afis i & a1 T
ST AT W T R A W A W
[ &, 15-39¢( 39 )/2009- 1 0/TH-11]
Ay e, s afam

ikl FEIRIN

5.0, 1436(E).—In exercise of the powers conferred
by sub-section {3) of Section & of the Mainfenance and
Welfare of Parents and Senior Citizens Act, 2007 (36 of
2007}, the Central Governmend hereby appoigts fhe Disector

and Empowerment, Mew Delhd o act a5 a nodal autbority
through whom summons shall be served by the Tribanal
to the children or relative of parents and senior citizens
who are residing outside India.

' [F. No. 15-39/ 29/ 2009-1 VAG-1T]

ABHILAESH LIEHI, Tt Secy.

Fristed by the Menager, Government of India Press, Ring Fowed, Mayapurd, Mew Delhi-1 10064
and Published by the Controller of Publications, Delhi-1 10054,



