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0 th . :
- 20" November, 2006 is the anniversar
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GUIDELINES FOR CELEBRATING UNIVERSAL CHILDREN’S DAY ON
{4 NOVEMBER 2006

Universal Children’s ‘Day may be celebrated on 14" November every vear - the birth
anniversary of our late Prime Minister Pt. Jawahar Lal Nehru.

The theme for the celebration of Universal Children’s Day is “Cherish the girl child™. It is.
therefore, recommended that activities muy be so organized that they center on this theme.
Focus on a particular aspect/concern based on this year’s Children’s Day theme may be taker:
up for special activity on a monthly basis.

A special focus may be given to the goals enumerated in the National Plan of Action for
Children leading to reduction of infant and child mortality rate; universal access to primary
education with special emphasis for girls. universal access to safe drinking water and
improved access to sanitary means of exereta disposal; universal enrolment. retention.

minimum level of learning, redi tin of 11 rities and universalization of effective aceess to
schooling; improved protection Pl cspectally difficult circumstances: removal of
gender bias and especially for pan e the status of girl child in society., ete.

Active participation of the coui ity + the family having a central role and child’s
participation needs to be encourigesd i puit o the Children’s Day activities which should be

sustained over a period of time.

~

ry of the Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC)
to which India is a signatory. It would be appropriate if suitable programmes are opganized
to celebrate the anniversary of CR¢"

The Department is in the proceis of preparing the National Plan of Action for Children.

which will contain the Goals rcliuting 1o 1+ 1 4 of children to be achicved by the year 2010.
In view of this. State Governynts pust | yepare suitable programmes and schemes for

achievement of the Goals.

Advocacy programmes on chil | phte 4 lopment tssues be organized to bring about
desirable changes in social attitiv | it 1 or,

-

Public awareness campaigns ainl worksluin, consultations and multimedia publicity be
organized at all levels in the State/UT throughout the commemoration vear commencing
from the Universal Children’s Day

Emphasis may aiso be given for protection of pirl child from trafficking and sexual
exploitation.

In addition, the conventional activitics organized each year during Universal Children’s Day
may also be taken up; such as:
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Organizing cultural programmes by children with flag hoisting in the morning at each

Institution, agency, community development block, family and child welfare project,
anganwadi, etc.

10.2 Concerted efforts are made for advaiey regarding the rights of children at all levels. The
activities may include the following;

¢

Messages from the Minisier Woien & Child Development (IC)/Chief
Minister/State Ministers «f Womei 1nd Child Development for children to be
broadcast telecast and printiil {n (hu 1itional and local newspapers.

Harnessing public media like newspaper, TV & Radio at the National and State
levels for programmes on children on the occasion of Children’s Day,

Bringing out special issucs of periodicals and magazines on children and their
rights,

Educating parents on how awarcness of children’s rights can be used for
improving the condition, status and protection of children.

Publicizing child rights

The State/UT Departments may issue instructions to the various Government

Departments/Institutions in their respective Stale/UT to organize child related activities in
schools, health centres, community centres, anganwadi centres, etc. located in cities, rural
and tribal areas and urban slums. Prior notice may be issucd regarding organizing these
programmes for active participation of children and general public. The activities to be
undertaken are:

¢ Free health checkup
é Baby show
¢ Distribution of sweets il [tuits 1 ull the schools
¢ Bal Mela
— ¢ Exhibition and sale of bouks for ¢lildren at subsidized rates
S Visit of school children to educational places like museum, zoo, bird
sanctuary, etc. ‘
¢ Film shows
¢ Talks in schools on rights of the child/health
care/sanitation/nutrition/disability = among  children/child  labour/child
protection, etc.
Emphasis on programiies on (liiversal Children’s Day may be given to
participation of school children in eruting awareness about the Govemment S
commitment to ensure the best for the child thipugh ICDS programmes.
12. Preparation and distribution uf hidges win {lags with child related messages.



Organizing painting competitions. debates, cte. on important social issues.

In each State/UT, the Government will be responsible for preparation and distribution
of publicity material to all the Government, public and private schools in the State,
orphanages, children’s home, institutions for the disabled, etc.

State/UT Governments may send the report of the activities undertaken to the
Department of Women and Child Development, Shastri Bhawan. New Delhi.





